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[Farm Name] Fire Safety Checklist
This checklist is a guide to help ensure that key steps are taken to protect our farming operations and homes from fire risks.
1. Farm fire safety planning

☐ All exits and possible evacuation routes from farm buildings are identified on farm map and posted.
☐ All workers and family members (if applicable) know the evacuation routes and designated assembly point.

2. Emergency Services Contact form
Knowing who to contact and how to direct them to the correct location helps avoid delays in response time.
☐  An emergency contact list is completed with all relevant emergency information
☐ Workers, neighbours, and the local fire department know the farm’s full address

2. Yard Inspection
Keeping a clean, clear space around buildings can help reduce the risk of fire spreading.
☐  All combustible materials (packaging and pallets, pesticides, hay bales, woodpiles, propane, fuel tanks, vehicles) are stored 10-30m away from buildings.
☐  Weeds, brush, and tall grass are cleared from around building.
☐  Yard and driveway to farm building is unobstructed and clear for easy firefighting access.
Control Hazardous Products
Hazardous products can ignite easily. Always follow the manufacturer’s instructions for safe storage and handling.
☐   All hazardous products (fertilizers, compressed gases, fuel, insecticides, fungicides, herbicides) are stored according to manufacturer instructions and Safety Data Sheets SDS).
☐Fertilizers and chemicals are mixed in well-ventilated areas. 
☐  A spill kit is available to clean up spills immediately.
3. Control Hazardous Activities 
 ☐ Welding and cutting activities are carried out in areas far away from combustible materials. 
 ☐ Strict No smoking policy in barns, farm buildings, and areas with combustible materials. (See Smoke – Free Places Act Checklist). 
☐Engines, motors, and farm machinery are properly greased and maintained to prevent sparks and overheating.
☐  Refueling equipment is done outdoors, far away from combustible materials.
☐  Equipment cleaned regularly from crop dust, chaff and plant residue. 
☐ Turn off equipment on breaks.

4. Portable Fire Extinguishers
Fire protection measures can help control small fires until emergency services arrive.
Placement Recommendations: 
· Barns – 10 lb dry chemical ABC extinguisher; 2.5-gal pressurized water extinguisher
· Farm Vehicles – 5 lb dry chemical ABC extinguisher
· Combines – 10 lb dry chemical ABC extinguisher: 2.5-gal pressurized water extinguisher
· Balers – 2.5-gal pressurized water extinguisher
· Tractors – 10 lb dry chemical ABC extinguisher
· Silos – 20 lb dry chemical ABC extinguisher; 2.5-gal pressurized water extinguisher
 ☐ Workers and family members (if applicable) know the locations of fire extinguishers and how to use them. 
☐ Fire extinguishers are inspected regularly and refilled immediately after use. 

5. Electrical appliances and wiring
☐ Electrical equipment and appliances not in use have been disconnected or unplugged.
☐ Electrical repairs are only done by qualified electricians.
☐Exposed wirings in barns, shop is in conduit to protect against exposure to livestock, weather or mechanical damage.
☐ Electrical equipment and wiring in farm building are inspected by a qualified person after every 3 years or 12 months for wet or corrosive environment. (Buildings more than 600m2 )
☐ Adequate clearance around heaters from hay, dust, fuels.
DISCLAIMER: This checklist is provided by Farm Safety Nova Scotia as a template example for use on farms. Farmers are responsible for modifying the example to suit each individual farm. Credit: Farm Fire Smart Canada
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