
Biosecurity Best Practices 
for Farm Visits

Check your recent exposure: Avoid visiting if you’ve recently been on another farm, traveled internationally, or
been in contact with sick animals.
Wear clean clothing & footwear: Ensure your shoes and clothes are clean and haven’t been worn on another
farm recently.
Leave non-essentials at home: Minimize bringing bags, food, or personal items that could carry contaminants.
Follow any pre-visit instructions: If the farm provides guidelines, read and follow them before arrival.

MeetYourFarmer.ca

Most farms in Nova Scotia are privately owned family businesses, and not open to the public. Having members of
the public accessing the farm without notice creates a safety hazard for the farm, any livestock, and for the
person entering the farm. Farmers need to protect their livestock, their employees, and their crops. 

However, some farms open their doors to pre-arranged tours hosted by schools, industry partners, or
stakeholder groups. Some farms may also welcome public visits on pre-scheduled days, have a U-Pick area, or
offer CSA pickup or product sales on-farm.

Whether you’re visiting a farm to pick up your scheduled order, visiting a U-Pick, or you’re participating in a
public event on farm it’s important to ensure everyone’s safety – yours, the farm’s, and the animals’.  

Before you arrive

After You Leave

While on Farm

Sign in & follow farm protocols: Provide any necessary information and follow farm staff instructions.
Use handwashing & sanitization stations: Wash your hands before and after interacting with animals or farm
equipment.
Respect restricted areas: Stay within designated areas and avoid entering animal housing or high-risk zones.
Wear provided protective gear: If required, use boot covers, disinfectant footbaths, or other biosecurity measures.
Minimize direct contact with animals: Unless invited to do so by farm staff, avoid touching or feeding of livestock.
Dispose of waste properly: Use designated bins for trash, disposable gear, or any items provided during the tour.
Sign out & follow farm protocols: Confirm that you and your party have safely left, wash or sanitize hands and
shoes, and follow any other instructions from the farm. 

Sanitize hands & footwear: Clean your shoes and wash your hands thoroughly before leaving the farm.
Launder clothing & clean gear: Wash any clothing or accessories worn on the farm to prevent potential
contamination.
Monitor for symptoms: If you were in close contact with animals, watch for any unusual symptoms in yourself or
pets at home.


