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<< FARM NAME >> PANDEMIC preparedness checklist
This pandemic preparedness checklist can help you ready the farm and maintain business continuity.

 

	What functions or services are critical to maintaining the farm? 
	

	1. Have you prioritized functions that are critical to the continuation of business on the farm?  
	⃞ Yes
⃞ No

	2. Are there other ways of maintaining those functions in the event of a loss of key people, facilities, tools or technology?  
	⃞ Yes
⃞ No

	3. Have you identified key partnerships upon which the farm depends, such as suppliers?
	⃞ Yes
⃞ No

	4. Does your farm have an effective health and safety program?  
	⃞ Yes
⃞ No

	What is the communication process in the event of a pandemic?
	

	1. Have you identified the person in charge of pandemic preparedness and a back-up person? Who implements, maintains and oversees the plan?  The farm owner? 
	⃞ Yes
⃞ No

	2. Is the communication process relayed to workers?  
	⃞ Yes
⃞ No

	3. Have you considered how workers will be notified?  Contact plan?  
	⃞ Yes
⃞ No

	4. Have workers been cross trained in critical farm work, emergencies, and health and safety activities?  
	⃞ Yes
⃞ No

	What is the pandemic response plan on the farm?
	

	1. Have you created a pandemic plan? If half of your workers were affected by a serious communicable disease how would your farm continue to operate?  
	⃞ Yes
⃞ No

	2. Does your pandemic plan include initial response but also address longer-term issues that may arise?  
	⃞ Yes
⃞ No

	3. Is there a regular review process to ensure that the plan remains current?  
	⃞ Yes
⃞ No

	4. Has the pandemic plan been tested?  
	⃞ Yes
⃞ No

	Consider the following questions and how they relate to the farm:
	

	1. Do you have a benefit plan that pays for sick time? Do you encourage workers to stay away from the farm when they are sick?  
	⃞ Yes
⃞ No

	2. Are counseling services provided for workers and their families to promote healthy coping strategies and combat posttraumatic stress?  
	⃞ Yes
⃞ No

	3. Are there provisions in the plan to ensure the safety and security of the families of your workers?  
	⃞ Yes
⃞ No

	4. Have you considered the unique needs of different cultural groups on the farm?
	⃞ Yes
⃞ No

	5. Are workers encouraged to create their own pandemic plans for their home and family? 
	⃞ Yes
⃞ No

	6. If a worker develops the flu, are the other workers entitled to know about it? 
	⃞ Yes
⃞ No

	7. How do you protect the privacy of your workers while also protecting the safety of your workers?  
	⃞ Yes
⃞ No

	8. Does the farm have a process posted for correct hand washing and basic hygiene?
	⃞ Yes
⃞ No

	9. Does the farm encourage workers to get the flu vaccine each year?

	⃞ Yes
⃞ No

	Key Farm Functions 
	

	1. Does your farm have an insurance policy that covers interruptions of work? If so, does it cover lost profit or just overhead?  
	⃞ Yes
⃞ No

	2. Does the farm routinely update its insurance policies?  
	

	3. Does your farm have a clear succession plan? If key people died in a pandemic, who would take their places?  
	⃞ Yes
⃞ No

	Facilities – Barns, Sheds, Fueling Stations, Chemical & Pesticide storage, etc…
	

	1. Does the farm have an alternate location where activities can quickly be resumed if the farm were unexpectedly unavailable?  Moving animals? Packaging operations?
	⃞ Yes
⃞ No

	2. Have you considered the security of the farm?  
	⃞ Yes
⃞ No

	3. Are work areas regularly cleaned and disinfected?  Bathrooms, lunchrooms, common areas, common tools, & farm equipment?  Gloves worn?
	⃞ Yes
⃞ No


Comments:
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

DISCLAIMER: This policy sheet example is provided by Farm Safety Nova Scotia as a general overview for information purposes only. Farmers are responsible for modifying the example to suit each individual farm
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